
Welcome to the Beacon Study, a project conducted by Maxwell Barranti and Erika Carlson (the 
principal investigator of the Self-Knowledge and Interpersonal Perception Lab at the University of 
Toronto). The goal of this research is to better understand personality and its impact on everyday life. 
 
Online pre-screen (~1 hour, $20 cash) 

To quality for this study, you must complete the requirements outlined in the pre-screen survey 
that follows this informed consent form. The pre-screen includes a questionnaire about your personality 
and relationships with other people. One of the primary purposes of this study is to learn more about 
your personality, and as such, we ask you to describe yourself. However, to know you better, we also 
want to learn how people who know you well see you. Thus, for your upcoming lab session (Part 1), 
we’d like for you to bring one close acquaintance with you to the lab to describe your personality. In 
the meantime, we would like to reach out and contact two people you’re fairly close to and ask them to 
describe you as well. With your permission, these individuals will be contacted via email and asked to 
describe your personality using an online questionnaire similar to the one we are asking you to 
complete today.  

The acquaintance (just one) who accompanies you to Part 1 will receive $10 in cash for their 
time (about one hour of surveys). The two acquaintances that we contact will receive a $10 amazon gift 
card via email for their time. Your participation and compensation does not depend on your 
acquaintances’ participation, but it does depend on providing valid contact information for your 
acquaintances. We ask that you provide a valid email address for each of the acquaintances you choose 
to describe you so that we can send them an invitation to the study as well as compensation for their 
time.  

Our research team has conducted dozens of studies like this that involve contacting 
acquaintances via email and we find that people report enjoying describing their acquaintances’ 
personalities.  However, we recognize that privacy is a major concern and want to ensure you that we 
are very careful with the email addresses and the responses we receive. We will not share email 
addresses with anyone outside of the research team. Your responses and your acquaintances’ responses 
will also remain strictly confidential, meaning you will not have access to their responses and they will 
not have access to yours. No one outside of the research team will have access to these surveys as well. 
Please let us know if you have questions or concerns about privacy. We are happy to discuss the 
measures we take to ensure privacy. Again, we only use email addresses for study invitations and 
compensation (i.e., Amazon gift card). We absolutely do not share emails with anyone else.  
 

In sum, in order to be eligible to participate in this study you must provide valid email addresses 
for 3 acquaintances and bring one of those acquaintances with you to Part 1 of the Beacon study (first 
in-lab session). If you do not want to provide contact information for your acquaintances, please do not 
complete this pre-screen questionnaire as you will not meet eligibility requirements for this study.  
 
 If you are eligible for the study, we will contact your acquaintances after you complete the first 
in-lab session. This time lapse allows you to get in touch with your acquaintances about the study 
and/or to get in touch with us to indicate that you do not want us to contact your acquaintances.  You 
may contact us vie email (SKIPlabstudy@gmail.com) or phone (905-828-5297) to do so. If you are 
eligible and decide to participate, you will receive $20 for completing today’s online survey when you 
come in to the lab for Part 1.  
 
Part 1: In-Lab Session (~2 hours, $20 cash or $10+1 research credit) 

After today, if you are eligible, you will be invited via email to schedule and attend the second 
part of this study. In order to continue to be eligible, you must bring an acquaintance with you to the 
lab. The second part of this study will take place in our lab on the University of Toronto Mississauga 



campus or at the University of Toronto St. George campus.  Details about transportation, parking, and 
lab locations will be provided upon scheduling.  

The in-lab session will involve completing surveys and personality measures about yourself as 
well as meeting and providing impressions other participants while taking part in a variety of activities 
(e.g., discussing dilemmas, playing games). Many of these interactions will be videotaped. You will 
also have your photograph taken and might be asked to wear physiological equipment to monitor 
physiological responses to stimuli (e.g., videos, discussing dilemmas).  

 
Part 2: Online daily surveys ($20 dollars + raffle ticket entries) 

The second part of the study will involve completing daily surveys (~2 minute each) five times 
a day over the course of one week. You will receive $20 dollars for completing the daily surveys, to be 
paid at the beginning of the third and final part of the study. For each daily survey you complete, you 
will receive a separate entry into a raffle for a $50 Amazon.ca gift card, up to 35 entries. There will be 
one draw for a gift card every month. In order to receive compensation for completing daily surveys, 
you must complete at least half of the daily surveys (i.e., 18 daily surveys).  
 
Part 3 In-Lab Session (~2 hours, $20 cash or $10+1 research credit) 
 The third and final part of the study will take place in the same location as Part 1 and will 
include similar activates: completing questionnaires about yourself and others, meeting and providing 
impressions of other participants while engaging in getting to know you style conversations and games, 
and wearing physiological equipment for physiological responses to be monitored.  
 
Please note that some of the games played during Parts 1 and 3 of this study provide you with the 
opportunity to earn additional entries to the $50 amazon.ca raffle. These raffle entries will be combined 
with any raffle entries earned as part of the daily survey portion of this study.  
 
Study Overview: 
Study Part Brief Description Location Compensation 
Pre-screen Online Survey  

(~ 1 hour) 
 

Online $20 paid at beginning of Part 
1 

Part 1 - In lab Interacting with other participants 
and completing questionnaires (2 
hours) 

UTM or 
UTSG 

$20 (or $10 and 1-hour 
research credit for UTM 
students)  
+ raffle entries   

Part 2 - Online Daily surveys (~2 minutes each, 5 
times a day for a week) 

Online $20 paid at beginning of Part 
3 
+ raffle entries  

Part 3 - In lab Interacting with other participants 
and completing questionnaires (2 
hours) 

UTM or 
UTSG 

$20 (or $10 and 1-hour 
research credit for UTM 
students)  
+ raffle entries  

 
Taking part in this research study is completely voluntary. You may refuse to participate, you may skip 
items, and you may choose not to complete parts of the study (e.g., daily surveys; Part 2). Skipping 
questions or sessions will not prevent you from participating in later sessions. You can withdraw from 
the study at any time without penalty. If you choose to withdraw from the study, you may do so by 
failing to click “I consent”, you may close your internet browser, you may fail to complete the follow-



up surveys, or you may leave the study. If you complete surveys, but later decide you want to withdraw 
or are ineligible, we will retain your responses unless you indicate that you would like us to destroy 
your data. To do so, please contact the research supervisor at: Skiplabstudy@gmail.com (or 905-828-
5297). Once the research findings are reported or published, your anonymous responses cannot be 
removed from the study. 
 
We will do everything we can to protect your privacy. Your information will be stored on a password 
protected computer. All records of this study will be kept in a locked room at the University of Toronto 
Mississauga. Your responses to questionnaires will be stored by an identification number which 
separates your name and/or identifying information from your responses. That is, your name will not be 
directly linked to your data. You, your acquaintances, and other participants will not have access to 
each other’s ratings. In other words, the ratings you and your acquaintances provide will be completely 
confidential. We would like to assure you that no one outside of the research team will have access to 
your contact information. Interactions with other participants during parts 1 and 3 of this study will be 
videotaped and may be viewed by the research team to help us better understand these interactions. 
Additionally, heartrate and skin conductance measures may be taken during some of tasks during parts 
1 and 3 of this study.  
 
This study does not pose any significant risk for participating beyond what would normally be 
encountered during everyday life. No known risks are associated with this research other than the 
potential for mild boredom or fatigue. As a participant in this study, hopefully you will gain a deeper 
understanding of yourself. Moreover, you will be making an important contribution to the field of 
psychology. Our goal is to present findings to the scientific community in the form of oral 
presentations and published scientific journal articles. Your data may be used in future studies as well. 
 
If you have any questions about the research, you may contact me at max.barranti@mail.utoronto.ca or 
905-569-5805. If you have questions about your rights as a participant, you may contact the Office of 
Research Ethics at the University of Toronto (ethics.review@utoronto.ca; 416-946-3273) 
 
□ I have read this consent form and I agree to take part in this research. 


